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monastery's peripheral position at the margins of the mountainous region of Argonne, on top of a hill, affords an excellent view over the plains stretching from Verdun, in the north-east, to Éclaires, situated south-west of the abbey, with Bar-le-Duc being more or less in the middle of its vista. 16 The greater part of the border region between Eastern and Western Francia is to the monastery's back, largely hidden behind the Argonne's other hills. Consequently, Beaulieu was perfectly located for surveying the southern border of the county and the bishopric of Verdun as well as most of the county of Bar, which was situated in the bishopric of Toul.
14 Laurent-Henri Cottineau, Répertoire topo-bibliographique des abbayes et prieurés, vol. 1 (Mâcon, 1935), 302-3. 15 On the issue of the borderline between Eastern and Western Francia, see Michel Bur, 'La frontier entre la Champagne et la Lorraine du milieu du X e à la fin du XII e siècle', in:
Francia 4 (1976), 237-54. Beaulieu was situated a few kilometres east of the Astenois, which belonged to the Western Frankish kingdom. 16 See figure 1. 45 Haubrichs, Abtslisten, 99-100; Hirschmann, 'L'abbaye', 13; Wagner, 'Vie de Saint Rouin', 24 note 11, 30-5. 46 Haubrichs, Abtslisten, 100, 108-9. seems tenable. Nevertheless, the question remains why Richard chose this specific name for the villainous nobleman.
In order to find an answer, we must try thinking like Richard, imagining that his eleventh-century audience understood the underlying meaning of this name. Haubrichs' suggestion that 'Austresius' derived from 'Austrasius' was probably correct. But, rather than referring to 'Austroaldus', this name is actually very reminiscent of the former region Austrasius and thus might be considered its personification. During the seventh century, when Roding lived, the name 'Austrasius' was used to denote the north-eastern part of the Merovingian kingdom. In present day terms, this covers the eastern parts of France, the Belgian territory east of the Scheldt river, southern parts of the Netherlands 
Integrating Local Reforms into a Regional Context

Let us now turn to the question of what these identifications might reveal about Bishop
Haimo's initiative to entrust Beaulieu into Richard's care. First, the overview of Beaulieu's geography has made clear that both the bishop of Verdun and the counts of Bar's wish to claim a certain degree of control over this institution was largely a result of it's strategic location. While the count of Bar might have invoked his hereditary rights in order to include Beaulieu as part of his family inheritance, the bishop of Verdun must have been very reticent about recognizing such a claim, as he also desired some authority over this institution. After all, the vast plains that the abbey overlooked constituted not only the borderlands between the counties of Bar and Verdun but also the borderlands between the bishoprics of Toul and Verdun. Given that the delineation of these borders was very unclear and highly disputed, it was undoubtedly the de facto situation that mattered most. Consequently, having an abbot of one's own choice elected likely also meant being able to use the site as a fortified outpost in order to exert a certain degree of control over the surrounding borderlands.
These findings shed a different light on Richard of Saint-Vanne's nomination in
Beaulieu, which, due to his reputation as a reformer, has traditionally been explained as the result of a previous period of institutional decline. 85 Although such a claim can be neither proven nor refuted due to a lack of sources, it seems that geopolitical motives were also at stake when Haimo nominated Richard. Frankish profile, thereby increasingly disassociating it from its Western Frankish history and -more importantly -from the hereditary claims of the family of Bar.
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The Attenuated Dissemination of the Vita Rodingi
A confrontation between Beaulieu's history and geography, the regional political context of the time and the analysis of the Vita Rodingi's allegorically hidden contents has led us towards a better understanding of Richard and Poppo's involvement in the abbey. However, the question still remains as to why Richard put so much effort into the redaction of a Vita, which from a post-hoc perspective never knew any dissemination to speak of. After all, only one copy of the original version has been preserved, written around 1100 in the monastery of Saint-Pierre-aux-Monts in Châlons, also one of Richard's institutions. 134 In order to answer this question, we must first recover the time-frame of the original Vita's redaction. 
Conclusion
Until now, the tenth-and eleventh-century history of Beaulieu has remained a blind spot within our knowledge of high medieval monastic institutions. Likewise Richard and
Poppo's intervention in this abbey has been commonly accepted as 'monastic reform' due to their reputations. However, a collation of the institution's history and geography, the identification of the Vita Rodingi's hidden layers and the regional political context at that time have made it possible to formulate some well-grounded hypotheses on these 'lost histories'. Richard's decision to mention specific characters, names and places, as well as to position them within certain parts of the text, was by no means arbitrary.
Quite the contrary: he drew inspiration from the institution's local political context, which rendered the story of Austresius understandable for all parties involved, even though it remained encrypted enough to transcend the level of an ordinary chronicle.
This way, it would not inhibit the promotion of Roding's local cult, which undeniably remained Richard's primary objective in redacting the Vita. However, Roding's life story was more than just a reflection of Beaulieu's recent history, as Richard also intended this text as a means to communicate Beaulieu's political environment. On the one hand, it served as a closure of a local conflict which reflected the regional balances of power, while on the other, it could act as a lieu de mémoire for the small community in case the family of Bar pressed its claims to some of Beaulieu's domains. As a 148 Vita Rodingi, c. 11-12, 271-2.
consequence, the Vita Rodingi is able to offer us some insight into Richard's involvement in Beaulieu, which has to be framed within a context of conflicting interests between the bishop of Verdun and the count of Bar, each claiming some degree of control over Beaulieu's strategic position within the borderland. Furthermore, Richard's text also demonstrates how certain short-term evolutions within monasteries, often too quickly considered monastic 'reforms', could actually have been motivated by concrete political goals. 150 These goals become fully understandable only when integrating these local histories into their short-term regional contexts. Given the fluid nature of high medieval politics with its constantly changing actors and shifting alliances, texts such as the Vita Rodingi could quickly be deprived of their allegorically hidden histories, degenerating into seemingly trivial and topical saint's stories. 
